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CONCEIVING ourſelves to be 


more particularly acquainted with the dif- 
ferent individuals that compoſe the ſtated 
congregation at the chapel, than many 
others, we cannot but think, from the 
general wiſh of the people, that your ob- 
jections to printing the Funeral Diſcourſe 
you delivered on the occaſion of the 
Death of our much loved Patroneſs, the 
Counteſs of HUNTINGDON, ought to 
give way to the earneſt deſire of the na- 
merous body it was, preached to. | 
Wiſh you, therefore, again to conſider 
the matter; and conſent to do this accept- 


ble ſervice to this Church of CRRISsr. 


We are, very reſpettfully, 


Your's, &c. 
. 


W. G. 
BRISs TOL, JULY 8, 1791. | 


Rev. Mr. PLATT. 
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WAITING CHRISTIAN, 
&c. &c. &c. 


—ů—— 
Muſt acknowledge, I have a great deal of difficulty 
in bringing myſelf to conſent to preach a ſer- 
mon upon occaſion of the death of our worthy friend 
and patroneſs, the Counteſs of HUNTINGDON, as 
I have not received any particulars from London, which 
I thought neceſſary, to ſpeak, with juſtice, to a charac- 
ter ſo wonderful and extraordinary as her's has been; 
ſuch as the various Providences that occurred to bring 
her forth to thoſe actions which have been ſo remarka- 
bly bleſſed, for the ſpread of the goſpel, in different parts 
of England. But as it is the defire of the managers and 
others of this chapel, and appears, by the appearance this 
morning, the expectation of the public, I have endea- 
voured to collett a few things which I have heard her 
mention myſelf, and that have come under my own 
obſervation, in the courſe of twelve years which I have 
been acquainted with her. 
You will find the words, as the ſubſtance of the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe, 
GENEs1s xlix. ver. 18. 
«I HAVE WAITED FOR THY SALVATION, O Logp!” 


Thele are the words of a dying man, of the dying pa- 
triarch, Jacob, whoſe whole life was one continued ſcene 
of trial, difficulty, and affliction : but, in the midſt of it 
all, he could appeal to Gov, and ſay, I have waited 
« for thy ſalvation, O Lord!“ ... In reading this chapter, 
| You will ſee that he was bleſſing his children, in which 

att he Tound his ſpirits fail him ; and, perhaps, began 

to think he ſhould not have ſtrength to finiſh his preſent 
work : he carneſtly expreſſed the ſtate of his ſoul ; 
ce have waited for thy ſalvation, !” As if he had faid, 
« I have been waiting ever ſince thou haſt opened my 
eyes upon the Saviour thou haſt revealed to my heart; 
« (Gen. xlviii. 15, 16) and now, Lok p, if this is the 
moment 
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* moment I am to depart, I am ready for the enjoy— 
« ment of the full ſatisfaction which thou haſt laid up, in- 
« him, for me, in the upper and better world.“ 

Without any further introduction, EF ſhall conſider 
the words as expreſſive of ß 

The dying Chriſtian's view of his ſtate, ... and. 
His proſpetts in the approach of death. 

And, while I am.thus attempting to explain them, may 
the eternal Spirit, whole office it is to make the word 
effectual, bleſs what may be ſaid ; that we may adopt 
them as our own, and go from this houſe, this morning, 
faying, © 1 am waiting for thy ſalvation, O Lord!“ 

Firſt, then, I am to conſider the words, as expreſſive 
of the dying Chriſtian's view of his ſtate. It is a wait- 
ing for Go p's ſalvation, which implies the ſenſe the ſoul 
has of its loſt ſtate and condition: as a ſinner before 
Gov, it has no hope whatever in itſelf: the diſcove 
it hath of its ſinfulneſs, leads it to feel the neceſſity there 
is to truſt wholly to the ſalvation Gov has made known 
in the goſpel. Many precious ſouls, from not under- 
ftanding the work of the ſpirit of Gop properly, are led 
to conclude, from what they ſee of the deceitfulneſs and 
deſperate wickedneſs of their hearts, that they certainly 
belong not to Gop's family: but here they are much 
miſtaken; as it is an evident proof of the contrary from 
the experience of all Go p's ſaints: who are taught the 
myſtery of iniquity within, on purpoſe, that they ſhould 
be ſtript of all dependance on themſelves, and reſt only 
on the ſalvation of JesUs. This was the view good old 
Jacob had, tho' he had lived 147 years: it is evident 
he never would have made uſe of the term ſalvation, if 
he had not ſeen the neceſſity of an intereſt in it. He 
was,. even to the laſt moments of his life, convinced that 
he was a loſt, ruined, and miſerable ſinner ; and it ap- 
pears that he was brought to ſay, tho' not in the ver 
words, yet in the ſame ſenſe as the Apoſtle, © I know 
« that in me (that is in my fleſh) dwelleth no good thing.“ 
Paul expected, when he was firſt brought to the know- 
ledge of Gop, that he ſhould afterward find ſome good 
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mm himſelf ; but after being upwards of 23 years in che 
miniſtry, he ſaid, This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that ]Jesus Cur1sT came into the 
«« world to fave ſinners, of whom I am chief.” Here, 
you ſee, he not only ſaw himſelf a ſinner, but the chief 
of ſinners : it is plain that, from this view of himſelf, 
he had no hope hut in him who came to fave ſuch. 

This was the experience of our dearly beloved pa- 
troneſs. - Tho' ſhe had been brought to ſee a divine 
reality in religion for more than fifty years, and had been 
made ſo eminently uſeful, yet ſhe could not ſee that any 
thing ſhe had done, or ever any thing done in her, could 
yield her any comfort in the hour of death. Take her 
own words, as you have them in the little pamphlet 
which gives an account of her dying ſayings. © I ſee 
« myſelf a poor worm.” Drawing near to Him, what 
hope could I entertain, if I did not know the efficacy 

of his blood? © How little could any thing of mine 
« ove a moment's reſt to a departing ſoul? ... ſo much 
« fin and ſelf mixing with the beſt.” And as I have 
« always lived the poor unworthy penſioner of m 
« LoRD GOD and Saviour, [:sus Curisr, ſo I do 
„hereby declare, that all my preſent peace, and my 
future hopes of glory, either in whole or in part, de- 
« pend wholly, fully, and finally, upon his alone merits, 
« committing my ſoul into his arms unreſervedly, as a 
« ſubjett of his ſole mercy to all eternity.“ 

Thus ſhe expreſſed the ſenſe ſhe had of her condi- 
tion, andthe view ſhe had of her real charatter. This 
cannot be ſaid to be the effect of what the world calls 
enthuſiaſm : tho', in one ſenſe of the word, ſhe was a 
bleſſed enthuſiaſt ; for it may, with propriety, be ſaid, 
Gop dwelt in her, and ſhe dwelt (+ ©) in Gov. Nor 
did it ariſe from the weakneſs of her natural or ra- 
tional powers : for it appears to me they led her far wide 
of this, as ſhe was a very ſtrong reaſoner, and I believe 
every one, who has been in her company, will allow, 
that they never met with'any to exceed her as to the 
force of argument. Even thoſe whoſe ſentiments of 
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revealed religion are wa known by the public, I mean 
the late Lord Bolinbroke in particular, uſed to admire 
her company and converſation upon religious ſubjetts ; 
and he was candid enough to acknowledge that ſhe often 
put him to a ſtand, by the manner ſhe reaſoned upon 
the doctrines of the Bible. [Once, in particular, ſhe 
told me the ſubſtance of a converſation ſhe had with 
him, upon the incarnation of the Lord ]zsus CURIST, 
when his Lordſhip obſerved, He could have no con- 
ception whatever of ſuch a dottrine that Gop ſhould 
become man, to appear in human nature, to ſuffer and 
die as ſuch. She obſerved, © Every one who knows 
« your Lordſhip is ſenſible of the benevolent and com- 
< paſſionate diſpoſition which you ſo eminently poſſeſs: 
* now, if your Lordſhip was acquainted with any dif- 
« ficulties and miſeries the little world of the ants la- 
© boured under, and which by their own miſconduct 
* they had expoſed themſelves to, from your pity and 
« compaſſion to them you wiſhed to do them good, 
yet, from the great diſtance between their nature and 
« your's, you were incapable of making known to them 
« your deſign ; but if your Lordſhip could take their 
nature and unite it with your own, you, by chat 
means, could gratify every deſire of your heart, and 
* make them the poſſeſſors of the nll object you had 
« in view: thus (ſaid ſhe) did our Gop unite himſelf 
te to our nature, that in it he might not only enter into 
« the territories of our enemies, conquer and vanquiſh 
ce them, and ſatisfy every demand on our account, but 
e bring, as St. Paul faith, life and immortality to light 
ce by the goſpel.” ] I mention this to ſhew, that the 
never could be ſaid to take up her opinions upon re- 
port; but Gop bowed her ſoul to ſubmit to the teſti- 
mony of his word : ſhe was brought to ſee and feel 
her loſt ſtate by nature, as a child of Adam, which led 
her into ſuch views of the fall as ſhe had, and they more 
deep than many I have met with. She ſaw Adam not 
only placed as the fœderal head of all his poſterity, by 
whole obedience the Great Sovereign Creator hxed the 
happineſs 
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happineſs and miſery of the whole human race, but, 
when fin took palſeflon of the heart, the whole ſpirit 
of the Devil was, as it were, communicated to man: as 
our Lox p ſaid, concerning the Jews, they were of their 
father the Devil, and the luſt of their father they did. 
This was not only deſcriptive of the Jews, but 1s the 
ſtate of man univerſally, See what the ſame Blefſed 
Expoſitor of the human heart ſays, in another place, 
(Luke xi, 24, 25, 26) © When the unclean ſpirit is gone 
out of a man, he walketh through dry places, ſeeking 
« reſt: and finding none, he faith, I will return unto 
my houſe whence I came out. And when he cometh, 
ce he findeth it ſwept and garmſhed, Then goeth he, 
* and taketh to him ſeven other ſpirits more wicked 
than himſelf, and they enter in and dwell there: and 
ce the laſt ſtate of that man is worſe than the firſt.” 
Which proves that he is, by nature, the right owner of 
the heart of man, which is here called his houſe, and in 
verſe 21 his caſtle. To this ſame purport the apoſtle 
ſpeaks: of men in general, by the term“ Children of 
« diſobedience :” (Epheſ. ii. 2, 3) © Wherein in time 
* paſt ye walked according to the courſe of this world, 
* according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
* ſpirit that now worketh in the children of diſobedience. 
% Among whom alſo we all had our converſation in 
* times paſt, in the luſts of our fleſh, fulfiling the de- 
« fires of the fleſh and of the mind; and we were by 
e nature the children of wrath, even as others.” This 
led her to ſee the neceſſity of being born of Gop, and 
to be a partaker of a nature verſe the reverſe of 
this. My dear hearers, nothing will do but this. The 
whole need not a Phyſician, but thoſe who are ſick. 
Cur1sT will never be deſired till this is the caſe. 
Again: .. Waiting for Gop's ſalvation implies a diſco. 
very of that ſalvation, which is only of Gop. This the 
good old patriarch had; for he ipeaks of him who is the 
Redeemer of his people, when he prays that the angel that 
redeemed i from all evil might bleſs the lads: and our 
departed mother in Iſrael had it in a wonderful manner. 


But 
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revealed religion are we Le! by the public, I mean 
the late Lord Bolinbroke in particular, uſed to admire 
her company and converſation upon religious ſubjetts ; 
and he was candid enough to acknowledge that ſhe often 
put him to a ſtand, by the manner ſhe reaſoned upon 
the dottrines of the Bible. [Once, in particular, ſhe 
told me the ſubſtance of a converſation ſhe had with 
him, upon the incarnation of the Lord ]zsus CARIST, 
when his Lordſhip obſerved, He could have no con- 
ception whatever of ſuch a dottrine that Gop ſhould 
become man, to appear in human nature, to ſuffer and 
die as ſuch. She obſerved, © Every one who knows 
« your Lordſhip is ſenſible of the benevolent and com- 
< paſſionate diſpoſition which you ſo eminently poſſeſs: 
* now, if your Lordſhip was acquainted with any dif- 
« ficulties and miſeries the little world of the ants la- 


* boured under, and which by their own miſconduct 


* they had expoſed themſelves to, from your pity and 
% compaſhon to them you wiſhed to do them good, 
« yet, from the great diſtance between their nature and 
« your's, you were incapable of making known to them 
« your deſign ; but if your Lordſhip could take their 
© nature and unite it with your own, you, by chat 
e means, could gratify every deſire of your heart, and 
% make them the poſſeſſors of the ial object you had 
« in view: thus (ſaid ſhe) did our Gop unite himſelf 
* to our nature, that in it he might not only enter into 
< the territories of our enemies, conquer and vanquiſh 
ce them, and ſatisfy every demand on our account, but 
e bring, as St. Paul faith, life and immortality to light 
e by the goſpel.” ] I mention this to ſhew, that the 
never could be ſaid to take up her opinions upon re- 
port; but Gov bowed her ſoul to ſubmit to the teſti- 
mony of his word : ſhe was brought to ſee and feel 
her loſt ſtate by nature, as a child of Adam, which led 
her into ſuch views of the fall as ſhe had, and they more 
deep than many I have met with. She ſaw Adam not 
only placed as the fœderal head of all his poſterity, by 
whole obedience the Great Sovereign Creator fixed the 

happineſs 
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happineſs and miſery of the whole human race, but, 
when fin took ,olſeff.on of the heart, the whole ſpirit 
of the Devil was, as it were, communicated to man: as 
our LokD ſaid, concerning the Jews, they were of their 
father the Devil, and the luſt of their father they did. 
This was not only deſcriptive of the Jews, but 1s the 
ſtate of man univerſally. See what the ſame Blefſed 
Expoſitor of the human heart ſays, in another place, 
(Luke xi, 24, 25, 26) © When the unclean ſpirit is gone 
* out of a man, he walketh through dry places, ſeeking 
* reſt: and finding none, he ſaith, I will return unto 
* my houſe whence I came out. And when he cometh, 
ce he findeth it ſwept and garmſhed, Then goeth he, 
* and taketh to him ſeven other ſpirits more wicked 
than himſelf, and they enter in and dwell there: and 
te the laſt ſtate of that man is worſe than the firſt.” 
Which proves that he is, by nature, the right owner of 
the heart of man, which is here called his houſe, and in 
verſe 21 his caſtle. To this ſame purport the apoſtle 
ſpeaks of men in general, by the term © Children of 
« diſobedience :” (Epheſ. ii. 2, 3) © Wherein in time 
* paſt ye walked according to the courſe of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
* ſpirit that now worketh in the children of diſobedience. 
“Among whom alſo we all had our converſation in 
times paſt, in the luſts of our fleſh, fulfiling the de- 
* ſires of the fleſh and of the mind; and we were by 
te nature the children of wrath, even as others.” This 
led her to ſee the neceſſity of being born of Gop, and 
to be a partaker of a nature 8 che reverſe of 
this. My dear hearers, nothing will do but this. The 
whole need not a Phyſician, but thoſe who are ſick. 
Cur1sT will never be deſired till this is the caſe. 
Again: .. Waiting for Gop's ſalvation implies a diſco. 
very of that ſalvation, which is only of Gop. This the 
good old patriarch had; for he ſpeaks of him who is the 
Redeemer of his people, when he prays that the angel that 
redeemed i from all evil might bleſs the lads: and our 
departed mother in Iſrael had it in a wonderful manner. 


But 
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But this diſcovery was Re the Hung of the ſun, which 
roſe by degrees upon her precious ſoul, till within theſe 

wenty years paſt, when ſhe ſaw it in its meridian ſplen- 
2 She ſaw the whole of her ſalvation, from firſt to 
laſt, was in Cux Is r. How ſweetly did ſhe make this 
appear, when ſhe ſaith, “ What hope could I entertain, 
« 1f I did not know the efficacy of his blood, and turned 
as a priſoner of hope to this ſtrong hold?“ © con- 
« feſs, my dear friend, I have no hope but that which 
« inſpired the dying malefattor, at the fide of my 
« Loxp; and I muſt be ſaved in the ſame way, as 
freely, as fully, or not at all.” And again: That 
* a {inner could only reſt ſatisfactorily on one founda- 
tion, and would find nothing in the beſt works of his 
© belt day, that he could dare produce before Gov for 
its own fake .... ſufficiently bleſſed and ſecure, if he 
could but cry, Gop be merciful to me a ſinner; and 
« let me be found accepted in the Beloved; and com- 
« pleat in him.” Here ſee her meetneſs was not any 
thing that was wrought in her, but ſhe was compleat in 
her Saviour ; and, being accepted in the Beloved, 


ſhe not only ſtood free from every charge, but without 


ſpot before Gov, perfect in her head. And again: 
*I do hereby declare that all my preſent peace and my 
future hope of glory, either in whole or in part, 
« depend wholly, fully, and finally, upon his alone 
e merits, committing my ſoul into his arms unreſervedl 
« as the ſubjett of his fole mercy to all eternity.“ 
Obſerve, ... © unreſervedly.”* She had nothing of her 
own : all was as dung and filth, in her eſteem, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of CHRIST IESsVs her 
Lox p. Like the apoſtle, ſhe counted it fo, that ſhe 
might be found in him, not having on her own righ- 
teouſneſs, which 1s of the law, but that which was of 
the faith of CHRISH; the righteouſneſs which is of Gop 
by faith. She was convinced, that the law could in no 
ſenſe yield her any comfort, either as the foundation, 
or part of the building of falvation ; for it had nothing 
to do with her, nor ſhe with it; it being dead, and ſhe 
| being 


being married to another, Js to Cur1sr. She was 
dead to it, and her life was hid, with CHRIST, in Goo. 
And, my beloved, this muſt be our experience, or we 
have no peace: I mean goſpel peace. We cannot be 
faid to know either the Saviour, or his ſalvation, till 
we are deprived of all hope from the creature; and have 
been brought, like Lot of old, not to ſtay in all the 
plain, but to flee to the mountain, where true ſafety 
dwells. | | 

Again: .. Waiting for God's ſalvation intimates an 
attention to the means of grace. (Prov. viii. 34, 35) 
«*« Blefſed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at 
my gates, waiting at the poſts of my doors: for whoſo 
« findeth me, findeth life, and ſhall obtain favor of the 
„ LORD.“ This was the caſe with good old Jacob: 
when Gop called him, and gave him a houle, like 
Abraham, he erected an altar. In this I may ſay, that 
our deceaſed friend, Lady Huntingdon, was a ſhame 
to thouſands of profeſſors. I believe ſhe was never 
known to miſs the public worſhip of Gop, when her 
health would permit. In this ſhe evidently ſhewed 
from what principle ſhe atted ; not as many who eome 
to hear ſomething new, but to get food for her foul ; 
becauſe ſhe had far greater views of the word and 
truths of Gop, than even many ſhe heard preach : 
and they, with pleaſure, would fit down to hear her 
ſpeak of the deep things of Gov, which ſhe had the 
moſt wonderſul diſcoverics of, more ſo than any I ever 
converſed with. Nor did ſhe attend as a duty, but 
from a ſenſe of her need ; knowing, that in his houſe 
the Lox refreſhed his people: the more ſhe knew of 
him, the more ſhe wanted. It has given me the 
greateſt pleaſure when I have been preaching, and has 
been the means of animating my poor ſtupid heart 
many a time, when I have ſcen with what reliſh ſhe 
has eaten, as it were, the word of Gop : it has been 
more to her ſoul than thouſands of gold or ſilver; and 
ſwecter, to her taſte, than the honey or the honey- 
£omb, It was from this enjoyment, and knowing that 
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the goſpel was the power of Gov to falvation, in par- 


-ticular, and ſome remarkable circumſtances in Provi- 


dence which I am not perfettly acquainted with, that 
led her to deviſe means for the benefit of her fellow ſin- 
ners. Whatever may have been ſaid of others, as the 
firſt inſtruments in the ſpread of the goſpel in theſe 
kingdoms, by what I have gathered from her own 
account of the matter, I am led to beheve ſhe was the 
principal, if not the firſt ; (not that ſhe ever ſaid ſhe was.) 
For it is a well-known fact, when that great man of Gop, 
the Rev. Mr. George Whitfield, firſt ſet out to preach in 
the churches in London, after he was ordained deacon, 
that, at that time, he had not the fame views of the 
goſpel which he afterwards had; and when, I believe 
after he returned the ſecond time from America, a 
difference of ſentiments taking place between him and 
his then fellow-labourers, with the great outcry that was 
made againſt him by the public, he was treated with the 
utmoſt contempt ; and even many of thoſe who would 
have plucked out their eyes and given them to him, 
E by him, ſtopping their ears, for fear they ſhould 
e poiſoned by his dottrine ; ſo that his hearers fell 
off, that he had not a hundred to attend his miniſtry, 
and he himſelf truly diſtreſſed. At this, the Lok p 
ſtirred up her Ladyſhip, ſo that ſhe opened her houſe 
for him (which was then at Chelſea) and he preach- 
ed, in her court-yard, to ſome thouſands; among 
whom were a great number of the nobility, invited 
by her Ladyſhip, who paid him the greateſt reſpett. 
From this time the door ſeemed to be opened; being 
made her chaplain, and having both her countenance 
and purſe, he was encouraged to go over England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, where moſt of the churches 
were planted, which have ſince been watered by 
others: for the good ſeed being ſown, it could not 
but grow. Thus it appears ſhe was a principal 
means, in the hands of Gop, of carrying on the 
general work. As her attachments were ſo ſtrong 
and partial to the church, and being grieved to ſee 
| nothing 


nothing like the gospel in it. For at that time, I 
believe, there was but one pulpit in London where 
the pure goſpel was preached, and that filled by a 
dear man of Gop now living.“ She built chapels, 
and formed a deſign of eretting a College, which 
accordingly ſhe did, on purpoſe to educate ſerious 
young men for the eſtabliſhment ; thinking, from her 
exalted ſtation in life, ſhe ſhould have no difficulty in 
getting them ordained; and they were confined three 
years to ſuch branches of education as were neceſſar 
for that purpoſe : but in this they were diſappointed ; 
for when they applied for ordination, they were de- 
nied. Gov did not want the earth to help the woman 
at that time ; but was letting her ſee, that his ways were 
not as her ways; nor his thoughts as her thoughts; 
and therefore ſhe was brought to follow the leadings of 
Providence, which ſoon diſcovered itſelf, by the letters 
ſhe received from various parts of the country, praying 
her, with much intreaty, to ſend them help ; and with 
the great zeal of ſome of the young men at that period, 
who thought they were called to labour in the vineyard, 
more than to be confined in a ſtudy, acquiring human 
knowledge, while many precious ſouls were longing for 
the more excellent knowledge of ſalvation in the-for- 
giveneſs of ſins; ... ſhe was conſtrained to give way: 
which was the reaſon why, at laſt, ſhe could not kee 
them ſo long as was neceſſary. Thus the Log p, by 
his own way of working, was pleaſed to open the door 
for the ſpread of the goſpel, different from her inten- 
tions ; and to ſucceed the attempts of theſe feeble 
inſtruments, far beyond either her or their moſt ſan- 
guine expectations, as many precious fouls can teſtiſy. 
Bleſſed be Go p, there are many witneſſes for his name, 
in this place, at this time. Her attention to the inte- 
reſt of Gop's houſe and ordinances, appeared to the 
very laſt, which is evident from what is here ſaid con- 
* Tho', bleſſed be Gov, he had ſome witneſſes for his name among the 


diflenters : but theſe were little known to her, and the public at large; as 
they were circumſcribed within the boundaries of their oon meeting-houuſes. 


C cerning 
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cerning her anxiety for the ſupply of Spa-fields chapel ; 
and, in particular, in a wiſh that ſhe had to ſend the 
goſpel to Otaheite, in the South-Seas: earneſt to find 
out thoſe who were willing to ſpend and be ſpent for 
the LorD, to go and preach ſal vation, thro* the blood 
and righteouſneſs of the Saviour, to that mild, but 
uninformed race of people, as they are here called. 
Even on the day ſhe left the world this was ſeen in her, 
evidently proving the fervent love ſhe had to the Lox D 
JEsus, and an ardent zeal for his cauſe and intereſt, 
that conſtrained her to lay herſelf out for the glory of 
Gov, and ſpend and be ſpent for the good of her fel- 
low ſinners. O that, profeſſors may ſee, by her exam- 
ple, how to prize the ordinances of Gop, and pray 
that the goſpel may be bleſſed, not only to themlelves 
but others ; that all kingdoms of the earth may become 
the kingdoms of the Lox D and of his CHRIST. 

Again: ... Waiting for Gov's ſalvation implies, an 
eſtabliſhment in it, or a ſtedfaſt faith in the promiſe, 
and an expettation of the bleſſing. Faith and ſalva- 
tion are inſeperable : they are the two Gop hath 
jdined together: and, bleſſed be his name, tho? there 
have been hard trials to ſeperate them, yet he that 
believed never was confounded : for being juſtified by 
faith, we have peace with Gop ; and not only ſo, but 


e in hope of the glory of Gov. The ſmalleſt degree 
0 


faith which is of the operation of the Spirit, hath ſalva- 
tion connected with it: it is a believing to the ſaving of 
the ſoul : it lays the ſinner at the foot of the croſs ; and 


there it reſts all its hopes, upon the SaviouR : and Eter- 
nal Truth hath ſaid, that foul ſhall never periſh, but ſhall 


have everlaſting life ; nay, © he that beheveth in the 
« Son hath everlaſting life.” See how it was with our 
dear friend: hear what ſhe ſays, in the view of her own 
unworthineſs. © *Tis well for us that he can pity and 


* pardon; and we have confidence he will do fo.” As 
a poor helpleſs creature, ſhe felt her need of his pity; 


and, as a ſinner, ſhe found nothing would do but his 
pardoning blood: and here was the comfort of the 
whole ; 


9 
whole; ſhe was confident he would do both. 
again, when aſked how ſhe did, ſhe anſwered, “I am 


See 


« well; all is well... well for ever. I ſee, wherever 
« I turn my eyes, whether I live or die, nothing but 
« victory.” O what a bleſſed faith is this, that brings 
the ſoul to ſay, in believing, I do enter into reſt. 
This led her to be ſo very particular in preſſing expe- 
rimental preaching: for faith is the ſubſtance of thin 
hoped for; and the evidence of things not ſeen. That 
faith is worth nothing, ... it is not from Goo, ... that 
does not bring the foul to realize the bleſſings of the 
goſpel. We have redemption, through his blood ; 
even the forgiveneſs of ſins: and, beheving, we re- 
Joice, with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory; receiv- 
ing the end of our faith, even the ſalvation of our 
ſouls. Victory is obtained, through the blood of the 
Lamb. This faith puts the ſoul into the poſſeſſion 
of this victory, as it did our honored friend. There is 
no condemnation: they that believe are delivered from 
it. There is no power in heaven, earth, or hell, that 
can ſeperate from the love of CHRISTH: for he has 
blotted out the hand-writing of ordinances .that was 
againſt us, which was contrary to us ; and took it out 
of the way, nailing it to his croſs. He defaced the 
bond; and, conſequently, no debt is ſtanding againſt 
us. As to our enemies ; he has ſpoiled principalines, 
and powers; and made a ſhew of men openly triumph- 
ing over them. See then, poor ſoul, where thy ſal- 
vation is. It is the privilege of every lelf-convitted, 
ſelf- condemned criminal, to enter now into the full 
poſſeſſion of his ſalvation, or victory. It is nothing but 
thy pride that keeps thee from it; for unbelief is the 
daughter of pride. Self hes at the bottom of all theſe 
fears and doubts; and, till thou art brought to leave 
thy ſelf wholly, and come as a poor linner, juſt as 
thou art, to be ſaved in Gop's way, without any thing 
of thy own, thou wilt never know what that peace 1s 
which paſſes all underſtanding, and which flows from 
believing, How ſweet it is, to be enabled to ſay, My 


C2 Lok p, 


A 


12 

Lord, and my Gop. It Ab to our comfort, 
tho' not to our ſtate, to ſay, he is our Prophet, 
Prieſt, King, Shepherd, Huſband, Friend. Bleſſed 
be his name, he is all theſe, and abundantly more, 
to you and me: and it is our privilege to make uſe 
of him as ſuch. May we be enabled ſo to do! 

Again: . . Waiting for Gop's ſalvation implies great 
ſupport under trials, diſtreſſes, and perſecutions. See 
how this appeared in good old Jacob. When drove 
from his father's houſe ; when oppreſſed by Laban ; 
when he heard of his brother's coming, with four hun- 
dred men: yea, even now, when he foreſaw what 
diſtreſſes were coming in ſome of his family, this was 
tis ſupport : like David, he ſaw the covenant was 
ordered in all things, and ſure: and this was all his ſal- 
vation, and all his defire. Thus it was with Lady Hun- 
tingdon. She was enabled, by the grace of GoD, and 
counted it her honor, to ſacrifice the ſplendor of a court, 
of which ſhe was the idol, and to come out from the great 


and noble amongſt men, and to go forth without the camp 


bearing the reproach ; eſteeming it far greater riches, 
than all the glories and treaſures — : Chuling rather 
to ſuffer affliction, with the people of Gos, than to enjoy 
the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon: conſidering the intereſt 


of the King of Kings, and the ſalvation of precious 


ſouls, ot infinitely more importance. This was a ſacri- 
fice that human nature would, of itſelf, never make: 
neither can it; as it is ſo oppoſite to the ſpirit of the 
world, which is the power that governs the natural 
man: (1 Cor. ii. 12. 2 Cor. iv. 4.) And the more 
ſo, as when ſhe made this ſacrifice ſhe was to receive 
in its room, care, contempt, and every thing that might 
be included in taking up the croſs. But this ſalvation 
was her ſtay, as well as her comfort in the midſt of it 
all. How ſweetly have I ſeen her triumph in it; bleſ- 
ſing God for the diſcoveries ſhe had of his power, 
grace, and love, in conſequence thereof. The hardeſt 
trials ſhe met with, which often bore her down that ſhe 
hath been ready to think that ſhe ſhould not be able to 


ſtand 
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Rand up under them, LE oe ſhe received from 
many whom ſhe loved as her own ſoul ; whom {he 
looked upon as her own familiar friends. None can 
tell what was the affliction ſhe felt from this quarter. 
O (ſaid ſhe) if it had been an enemy that had re- 
proached me thus, I could have borne it. But there 
was nothing that ſlander could invent that has not 
been ſaid to her hurt. She was almoſt cried down 
as an Antinomian ; but none could prove her one in 
her practice: and as to the law, ſhe felt, from long 
experience, that ſhe could neither get life nor com- 
fort from it (tho' ſhe loved it from her very heart, 
in the ark, under the mercy-ſeat CHRIST :) it was 
from him who dwelt between the cherubims, that ſhe 
received both her life and her comfort. And if it 
was for this ſhe was called an Antinomian, I am per- 
ſuaded, ſhe gloried in being thus eſteemed. It 
grieved her much to hear that ſhe was repreſented in 
a ſtate of ſuperannuation, and that her ſun would go 
down under a cloud. Bleſſed be Goo, it has proved 
falſe. See what is ſaid concerning her.“ Weak- 
* enced by complicated diſorders, and enfeebled by age, 
* when, about a week preceding her departure, ſhe was 
c confined on the bed of languiſhing, it could not but 
« afford ſurpriſe to all around her, that the vigour of 
«her mind was as unabated, and her intelletis as clear 
* as in any period of her hte.” Some may be read 

to ſay, this was the teſtimony of a partial friend : but 
hear what Dottor Lettlom ſays, whole judgment as a 
phyſician no one will attempt to diſpute, and whoſe pro- 
feſſion in religious things, it is well known, was different 
from her Ladyſhip's ; which makes his teſtimony the 
more impartial. ** Let us be thankful (ſaith he) that ſhe 
© was preſerved to advanced age, with the perfect exer- 
« cile of her mental faculties ; and that, under long 
and painful days and nights of ſickneſs, ſhe never re- 
% pined ; but appeared conſtantly animated in prayer 
and thankfulneſs for unutterable mercies ſhe experi- 
« enced.” Here, then, let calumny hide its guilty head, 


and 


1 
| 
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and ſlander be buried tk, Here we may have 
reaion to bleſs Gop, he was her ſtay and ſupport to the 
very laſt. The afflictions ſhe laboured under from her 
body were great indeed. For many years the gout 
and ſtone oppreſſed her much ; with a ſpaſm in her 
throat, which prevented her from ſwallowing any ani- 
mal food for (I believe) near. two and thirty years, 
She has been ſo bad, at times, that ſhe has been for 
two and three and twenty hours together, and could 
not take down a {mall tea-ſpoonfull of wine. But, oh! 
how did the Loxp fill her with his preſence, in theſe 
trying ſeaſons! Hear what ſhe ſaid. © The coming 
« of the Loxpd draweth nigh. O Lady Ann, the 
coming of the Lox» draweth nigh !”* Adding, «The 
« thought fills my ſoul with joy unſpeakable, whether I 
ce ſhall ſee his glory more abundantly appear, or whe- 
« ther it be an intimation of my own departure to him.“ 
And again: All the little ruffles and difficulties 
« which ſurround me, and all the pains I am exerciſed 
* with in this poor body, through mercy, affect not 
© the ſettled peace and joy of my foul.” At another 
time ſhe broke out to this purport: © The Lonp hath 
« been preſent with my ſpirit this morning in a remark- 
, able manner: what he means to convey to my mind 
* I know not; it may be my approaching departure; 
* my ſoul is filled with glory; I am as in the element 
© of heaven itſelf.” So adds Dr. Lettfom. © How 
« often have we ſeen her, elevated above the earth, and 


* earthly things, uttering this language. .. My work is 


e done, I have nothing to do, but to go to my heavenl 

« Father?” * When (faith he) I look back upon the 
« paſt years of my attendance, and connect with it the 
© multitudes of others whom my profeſſion has intro- 


e duced me to, I feel conſolation in acknowledging, that 


« of all the daughters of affliction, ſhe exhibited the 
« greateſt degree of Chriltian compoſure that ever I 
* witnefſed ; and that ſubmiſſion to divine allotment, 
* however ſevere and painful, which nothing but di- 
« yine aid could inſpire,” | 

Thus 


| 1 
Thus we have ſeen the dying Chriſtian's view of 


his ſtate, as waiting for Gop's ſalvation, exemplihed 


in the experience of our dear departed friend and 

atroneſs. May it be your experience and mine! .... 
Which leads me to the ſecond thing propoſed ; which 
was, to conſider the dying Chriſtian's view in the 
proſpett of death. 

And here, obſerve : .. He views it as the period 
of all his afflictions, both of body and mind. No 
more attacks from the prince of darkneſs: he can 
follow the ſoul no farther than to Jordan. His ma- 
lice would carry him into heaven : but, Glory be to 
Gop, he can go no further: and, while he may rage 
at diſappointment, the ſoul is exulting in compleat 
victory, obtained through the omnipotent arm of an 
Almighty Jzsus. The war in the members will be 
over: no groaning under this body of ſin, death: 
no more conflict with corrupt nature: no more fleſh 
luſting againſt the ſpirit. The glory of the Gop 


Max will appear with peculiar luſtre in the eyes of 


the precious faint, in viewing the various ways and 
means the grace of CR ISH was made ſufficient, and his 
ſtrength made perfect in his weakneſs, when he has been 
ready to think all over, and to give up all hope. This 
is the happineſs now of our never to be forgotten 
friend. The world, with all its ſnares and charms, 
with all its bitterneſs and unwearicd diligence in op- 
preſſing and perſecuting the heaven-born ſoul, ceaſes 
to affect the happy ſpirit. Tho” it may be illiberal in 


its invectives {till : but, bleſſed be his name, ſhe is out 


of the reach of it all. The body will no more diſturb 
the ſoul, with its pains and diſcaſes: no 


« This earth is affected no more 

« With ſickneſs, and ſhaken with pain, 
« The war in the members is o'er, 

« And never ſhall vex him again : 
© No anger henceforward, or ſhame, 

« Shall redden this innocent clay ; 


“ Etinck 
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1 1 « Extinct is the animal flame, 
11 « And paſſion is vaniſh'd away. 


“The languiſhing head is at reſt, 

* Its thinking and aching are o'er ; 
| « The quiet immoveable breaſt 
14 Les heav'd by affliction no more: 
| “The heart is no longer the ſeat 
Of trouble and torturing pain, 
3 « It ceaſes to flutter and beat, 
_« Tt never ſhall flutter again.” 


| O Chriſtian! What a happineſs is this! There is 
nothing then terrible in Death. He 1s become the 
| friend, the faſt friend of the child of Gop : is waiting 
| | his commiſſion, to free the believer from every thing 
8 which diſturbs his happinels. 
14 Again: . . He views it as putüng him into poſſeſ- 
14 ſion of full, compleat, and everlaſting ſalvation: into 
14 full communion with him who is the All in All. Thus 
| it is with her of whom we are ſpeaking : ſhe now en- 
14 _ Joys, to the full, what ſhe often had a taſte of below. 
How often was ſhe elevated above the things of the 
iſ | world! and, as ſhe here ſays, ſo has it been with her 
| many a time: © Her ſoul was filled with glory; and 
1 *© was, as it were, in the very element of heaven itſelf!“ 
1 She was a highly favoured woman, in this reſpett : 
'Y the had moſt wonderful manifeſtations of the love of 
| | Gop, in meditating upon different paſlages of his 
word. I have often been in her company after ſome 
of theſe ſeaſons ; and ſhe has ſpoke in fuch a manner, 
of the love and glory of the ever adorable EMANUEIL, 
| that hath aſtoniſhed me beyond deſcription. I am 
| perſuaded there are many living witneſſes of this truth. 
| | But ſhe had her clouds, as well as others of Gop's 
'Þ children; and ſometimes very dark ones indeed. But 
theſe are now over: no clouds to intervene. NO]... 
| ſhe is now triumphing in bcholding the full glory of 
" the Loxp Jesus Curtsr ; and calling her 9 
Us 
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his feet, uniting with the redeemed throng in ſinging, 
« Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, 
« and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, 
«and glory, and bleſſing:“ „And unto him that loved 
e us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood, 

And hath made us kings and prieſts unto Gop and his 
“Father; to him be glory, and dominion, for ever and 
« ever: Amen.” Such is her bleſſed employment 
now: yea, ſuch is the employment of all Gov's family 
above. There are no Phariſecs, or merit-mongers, 

there : ſinners, and ſinners alone, are ſenſible of the 
worth of ſalvation; and they only can join in the ſong, 

Thus was ſhe : and now ſhe is exalted ſhe is aſpiring 
with the firſt of them, to praiſe and magnify him who 
laid down his life a ranſom for her; aſcribing all to 
him, from firſt to laſt. For this ſame favor and privi- 
lege, the vileſt in chis houſe may put in his or her 
claim: I mean thoſe who feel themſelves the moſt 
unworthy. This reſt is prepared for the weary : ... it 
is for whoever will. O but, ſaith fome poor ſoul, 
I am afraid it is not for me: I have never experienced 
what this highly favoured handmaid of the Lox» did: 
I have felt but little, and done far leſs than I have 
felt, tor Gop : my heart is hard; wy affettions grovel- 


ing in the earth: it can never be that 1 ſhould be put 


into the poſſeſſion of this glory. Stop, poor ſoul! Do 
yu think you are as great a ſinner as ſhe was? If you 
do, it is thy privilege and mine to rejoice in the Sa- 

VIOUR as much; for, you know, he came to ſave even 
the chief. As ſuch, I would put in my claim, upon 
the warrant of his own word; and reſt my eternal all 
upon him: I know none that can be before-hand with 


me, with reſpett to the plea of unworthineſs; and 


ſurely his great love and condeſcenſion appears the 
more conſpicuous in the falvation of ſuch. I do hope, 
my beloved, none ſhall go before me in giving him 
the. glory of all. May Gon hel p you to believe the 
record given concerning this SAviouRs that you may 
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ſee you have a right a expett a manſion among the 
redeemed above: not upon the plea of either worthi- 
neſs or unworthineſs ; but, upon the oath and promiſe” © 
of a covenant Gop and Father. This was what St. 
Paul had as the ground of his claim, when he ſays, 
« Wherein God willing more abundantly to ſhew unto 
© the heirs of promiſe the immutability of his counſel, 
* confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things, 
« in which it was impoſſible for Gov to lie, we might 
have a ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for refuge, 
* to lay hold upon the hope ſet before us: which hope 
te we have as an anchor of the ſoul, both fure and ſted- 
« faſt, and which entereth into that within the vail, 
*« whither the forerunner is for us entered, even IESus, 
* made an high prieſt for ever after the order of Mel- 
e chiſedec.”” This had the great apoſtle, and the ſame 


have you and I. | 
J ſhall now make ſome improvement of what hath 


been ſaid. 

See what a bleffed privilege it is, to be brought to 
feel our need of ſalvation, and to wait for it : the end 
of thoſe who are intereſted in it, is peace. This is a 
folid, ſubſtantial, ſweet, tranſcendant, and laſting peace. 
It flows from a fcriptural fountain, even from the Gop 
of Peace himſelf; known by the revelation of the goſ- 
pel of peace; and enjoyed by the manifeſtation of the 
Prince of Peace, and applied to the conſcience by Gop 
the Holy Ghoſt. No peace in the ſinner's conſcience, 
till Cur1sT, who is our peace, takes up his reſidence 
m the heart. When this 1s the caſe, then, experimen- 
tally, the ſoul feels the work of righteouſneſs to be 
peace; and the effett thereof, quietneſs and aſſurance 
for ever. Gop help you to aſk yourſelves, ſeriouſly, 
how it is with you. For once, may you be honeſt 
with your conſciences. Many have goſpel heads; 
but rotten hearts. Remember, it is with the heart 
man believes unto righteouſneſs. Faith is a realizing 


grace, They are juſtified from all things, and ſtand 
compleat 


1 
eompleat in him who il he. 95 Gop unto them righ- 
teouſneſs: hence with the mouth confeſſion is made 
unto ſalvation. In the Lon p ſhall one ſay, I have 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength : thou halt clothed me with 
the garment of ſalvation, and covered me with the robe 
of righteouſneſs. No real peace without this. 

See from hence what reaſon, my dear friends, we 
have to bleſs Gop for the inſtrumentality of our dear and 
highly favored patroneſs: it mg* truly ſaid, that the 
inhabitants of the villages ceaſed in Iſrael, until that ſhe 
aroſe a mother in Iſrael : for ſurely no one will ſay but 
ſhe hath been a fruitful mother in our Iſrael. We have 
reaſon alſo to bleſs the Lox p that he ſpared her ſo long, 
to ſo advanced an age: may we not ſay, it was becaule 
he had favor unto us. May we learn to prize. our 
mercies. | 

At the ſame time, the profeſſing world have reaſon 
to mourn : for it hath loſt her prayers. O how did ſhe 
wreſtle with Gop for poor ſinners ! This was her work 
conſtantly, even to the laſt, ſhe felt for the good of their 
ſouls ; and wherever a fellow creature exiſted, ſo far 
her prayer extended. And is not this a loſs? Yes my 
hearers, it is a great one, indeed! Few know the value 
of praying friends, till they are gone. | 

Again : ... We have cauſe for mourning, as we 
have loſt her ſupport. Where will God's Iſrael find 
ſuch another? who ſpent her all for the good of their 
precious ſouls; even to denying herſelf thoſe com- 
forts which her enfeebled body needed, and her rank 
in life called for. Nay, many a time has ſhe left 
herſelf almoſt without common neceflaries, when the 
work of the Loxp called for it: for, as I obſerved 
before, her love to the Lord JIESsVs, and zeal for 
his cauſe and intereſt, conſtrained her to lay herſelf 
out for the glory of Gop, and to ſpend and be ſpent 
for the good of her fellow ſinners. I am afraid 
we ſhall have to mourn under a ſenſe of this loſs for 
years to come. But does not what hath been ſaid 
reprove 
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reprove thoſe who may ſecretly rejoice at the removal 
of ſuch bleſſed ſpirits? Thoſe who perſecuted them 
in their life-time, it may be preſumed, are pleaſed 


when they are gone, Let ſuch remember, If the 


Loxp had not left us a ſmall remnant, we ſhould: 
have been as Sodom, and like unto Gomorrah. .... 
Theſe are the pillars of the earth: ſereens which 
{ſtand between them and the fire. The Log D knows 
beſt what he is about to do with us. What a-num- 
ber of precious ſouls hath he gathered home, and 
taken from the evil that is hanging over our gwlty and 
unfruitful heads, within theſe twelve months! That 

great man of God, in Wales, the Rev. Mr. Daniel 
Rowland ; ... a Thornton ; ... a Weſley, whom Goub 


_ [tript at laſt, and brought him to fay, 


I the chief of ſinners am, 
* But Jesvus dy'd for me.””... 


With many whoſe private walks in hfe laid them not 
open to public view, yet were, like Moſes, ſtanding 
in the gap, pleading with the Lok D for the ſalvation 
of their fellow ſinners : .. and now her Ladyſhip. ..... 
I think what a good man ſaid (it appears by a prophe- 
tic ſpirit) in the laſt century, juſt before the fire in 
London in the year 1666, when ſeveral great and 


good men were called away by Death, may be applied 


to this land at this time. 


Triumph, licentious age, lift up your ſong, 

The ſaints of Gop ſhawt trouble you ere long: 
Lea, rather tremble, England! ſtand aghaſt 

Jo ſee thy glorious lamps go out lo faſt : 

When Death, like Sampſon, thus lays hold upon 

« The pillars of the church, the building's gone. 

* London! look to't, and think what Heaven is doing: 

* 'Thy flames are coming .. when thy Lots are going.“ 


May 


21 | 
May the Lox pour out a ſpirit of prayer upon all 
his people : that they may lay theſe things to heart, 
and cry, © Help, Loxp, for the godly man ceaſeth: 
« for the faithful fail from among the children of men.” 
That thoſe who are left by her Ladyſhip, to manage 
her affairs in this connection, may endeavour to act 
with a ſingle eye to his glory; and make uſe of ſuch 
means as appear moſt likely in themſelves, under 
Gov, for the general good. 

Thus have I endeavoured to ſpeak a little, I hope, 
(not to the glory of the Counteſs of Huntingdon, but) 
to the glory of that grace which appeared ſo conſpi- 
cuouſly in her: and I bleſs Gop he hath given me 
liberty to bear my feeble teſtimony, in oppoſition to 
all the reports that have been ſpread abroad to her 
prejudice. May the Lorp bleſs it, for his name 
ſake: And to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one 
Jznovan, be all the glory. Amen and Amen. 
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FUNERAL HYMNS, 


OCCASIONED BY 
THE DEATH O 
The Counteſs Dowager of HUNTINGDON ; 
And Sung at her Chapel, in BRISTOL, 
Jury g, 1791+ 


| HYMN. I. e. 88. 


OSANNA to JESUS above, 
For all the diſplay of his grace ; 
For all the rich proofs of his love, 
Beaming forth from his reconcil'd face. 
Now, Saviour, return, and remain 
With thy mourning aſſembly here ; 
And make up the loſs we ſuſtain ; 
And for us, m mercy, appear. 


Thy handmaid, through favor divine, 
Thou haſt took to thy boſom of love ; 
Tranſlated from earth, but to ſhine, 
With far greater luſtre, above ; 
Her animal frame ſhall no more 
Be clog'd and obſtructed with pain; 
The ſpirit hath left it, to ſoar 


Where pleaſure, for ever, ſhall reign. 


Come, Saviour, and point out the way ; 
Aſſiſt us to follow the too; 


And never permit us to ſtray, 

But keep her example in view; 
Till, with her, at length, we enjoy 

The heights and the depths of thy love, 
And engage in the bleſſed employ 

Of praiſing, with angels above. 
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HYMN II. 20 C. M. 


HEN Death, commiſſion'd by the Lo xp, 
Summons the ſaints away, | 
Then huſh'd be ev'ry murm'ring word 
Againſt th' Almighty ſway. 


What tho? Elijah's race is o'er, 
Eliſha ſhall ſucceed. 
To prove the Saviour's mighty pow'r 

To help in ev'ry need: 


Thus would we, Lok, while thus bereft, 
But wreſtle with thee more 
To freſh anoint thoſe thou has left 


With wiſdom, grace, and pow'r. 


Still, mighty I Ess, let thy cauſe 
Have univerſal ſpread: 

Thus cheer our hearts, amid the loſs 
Of honour'd ſervants dead. 


Ade 
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